
 
 

Created by the film team who produced STEALING AMERICA: Vote by Vote to bring 
awareness to problems in votes being cast and counted fairly. We encourage people to 
address this challenge. 

 
 

BEFORE ELECTION DAY 
 
Fight Voter Disenfranchisement 
The last several years have seen millions of people removed from the voting rolls. People of 
color, people with low incomes, college students, and elders are often the targets of 
organized campaigns to disenfranchise voters. Around the country, individuals and groups are 
working to counteract these unpatriotic efforts to undermine our nation's democracy. 
 
The methods of disenfranchisement used vary from state to state. They include:  
 

• Strict photo ID laws that leave many 
people without the identification 
required to vote, or so confused about 
the rules that they won't try to vote.  

• Discriminatory "purging" (removal) of 
voters from the voter rolls, the list of 
voters who will be allowed to vote.  

• False publicity causing voter confusion 
about the date of the election or location of polling places. 

• Providing voting technology that introduces the possibility that a voter's votes will be 
flipped to candidates they have not chosen. 

 
Become an Attorney Voter Advocate to assist voters to obtain key legal documents 
required by many states' government-issued photo ID laws. 
 
Find out if you live in a place formerly covered by Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act. 



 
Email NAACP Legal Defense Fund about recent voting changes in your former Section 5 
jurisdiction and how they affect your community. 
 
We encourage you to find out what efforts are underway in your community to protect voting 
rights. Join in. In some places this will mean helping people get the proper identification for 
voting. In other places it will mean conducting community education efforts about where and 
when people can vote. In others it will be demanding the availability of paper ballots. And 
everywhere, it will mean observing, recording and reporting problems. Keep browsing this 
site for ideas about how to do these things. And check back often for updates and 
opportunities to help stop voter disenfranchisement. 
 

 
 

Register to Vote 
In order to vote, you have to register first. In most states, you have to be registered a month 
before Election Day; the length of time varies state to state. 
 

You can register in person at: 
 

• The Department of Motor Vehicles. 
• Armed services recruitment centers. 
• State and county public assistance offices 

(SNAP/food stamps, WIC, services for the 
disabled), where you may fill out and submit 
a National Mail Voter Registration Form. 

 
 
Some states will allows you to register online. Check here for your own state's policy for 
online registration. 
 

Verify That You’re Registered to Vote 
After you have registered to vote, check your voter registration information online to make 
sure it is correct. In many states, you need to declare a party affiliation in order to vote in 
primaries and you will want to be sure that your affiliation information is correct. 
 

Check Photo Id Requirements 
Some states require photo ID in order to vote. Please check your state's requirements so that 
you have time to get proper ID before the voter registration period in your state expires. 
 



Find Your Polling Location 
It's important to double check your polling location. Just because you've voted in the same 
spot for sixteen years doesn't mean the location hasn't moved. 
 

Find Voting Info for Your State 
Get information for your state on language, literacy, disability access, voter registration and 
voter ID info, different ways to vote, and more. 
 
First Time Voters 
Information for first-time voters on how to register, research candidates, learn about the 
issues, check state rules and regulations, find your polling place, and cast your ballot. 
 

Voting Overseas  
Get information on nonpartisan voter services for U.S. citizens overseas and uniformed 
services members. 
 
Ex-Offender Voting Rights  
In all but two states, voting age citizens convicted of a felony are barred from voting for some 
period of time. Laws vary in each state. While many states restore voting rights to individuals 
automatically after they exit jail or prison, others permanently disenfranchise people with a 
past felony conviction or require they petition the government to have their right restored. 
This site includes a short, up-to-date state guide to voting for ex-offenders. 
 

 
 
Help Others Register to Vote 
Register voters from your smartphone using a peer-to-peer voter registration app. 
 

Send a Friend a Voter Registration Reminder 
Make sure your friends are registered by asking them to join Voto Latino to receive voter 
registration information, deadline reminders, and election alerts. 
 
Rock the Vote 
Rock the Vote is the largest nonprofit and nonpartisan organization in the United States 
driving the youth vote to the polls. Volunteer to register voters, educate young people about 
the importance of being a voter, and make sure they cast a ballot. 
 

 



 

Become a Paid Poll Worker 
The United States Election Assistance Commission has an interactive map and page that 
willprovide you with details on how to serve your community. 
 

 
 

Become an Election Monitor 

 
Review Ballot Design 
Ballots are designed and printed 60-90 days before an election. Printed paper ballots are sent 
to voters for absentee/vote by mail voting and, depending on the voting system used at the 
polls, may be used on election day as well. The layout could cause the ballot to be misread by 
an optical scanner. There are numerous other potential problems. 
 

Observe Preparation and Operation of Tabulation Devices Programming 
and Testing Medium 
This process requires a high time commitment, and a very specialized person. County or 
jurisdiction elections officials will most likely balk at letting this be observed in any close up, 
meaningful manner. 
 
Observe Logic and Accuracy Testing 
The testing itself is superficial. It's a good way to look at the machines in advance, especially if 
you have not been a poll worker before and don't plan to be in November. Sometimes 
systems display failures in the field that should have been caught at this step and it is good 
information to know. 
 
Observe Absentee Ballot/Vote by Mail Processing 
Observability is limited. The most important thing you can see here is the chain of custody of 
the ballots and see if it would be easy to misplace or lose trays of ballots. 
 
Observe Poll Worker Training 
The security measures for the machines and how to deal with problems should be covered 
here. If they are not, it is a red flag for either incompetence or willfulness. It is also useful to 
see if there is a lot of propaganda in the training regarding paper vs. paperless voting and if 
there is anything taught that is an election code violation. 
 
 
 



Help Prevent Machine and Ballot Shortages 
Check to see if enough paper ballots will be provided at the polls in your community. If paper 
ballots are used for voting (including emergency paper ballots to be used in case electronic 
machines fail), find out the county's policy regarding number of ballots provided to each 
precinct. The number should be a percentage of 
the number of registered voters, and this 
percentage should be consistent throughout the 
jurisdiction. Check your state elections code to see 
if there are specific guidelines for the number of 
ballots to be provided, or call your local elections 
office. 
 
Note that if the voter rolls have recently been 
"scrubbed" of people who have died, moved 
away, etc., the percentage of ballots needed per 
100 registered voters should be increased, as more 
of the names on the list will be active voters. 
 
Assess electronic voting machine and voting station 
allocation for equality. If electronic voting machines 
are used, find out how many machines are 
scheduled to be provided in each polling place. 
(Check number of private polling stations -- “voting booths” -- as well.) Check to see that the 
number of machines provided is both proportionate to the number of voters and is sufficient. 
In other words, precincts with more voters should have proportionally more machines. 
 
Work with your local elections official/department to ensure that they’re using best practices. 
Introduce them to this Polling Place Resource Planner tool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ON ELECTION DAY 

 

Preparing to Vote 
 
Where to Go 
Look on the voting information 
you received from your local 
elections office to find the address 
of your polling place, or call your 
local election office. If you cannot 
reach your local elections office, 
you can check your polling place 
online. While they are doing their 
best to keep this information updated, it is the official list at your elections office that 
determines your true polling place, so we recommend checking directly with your local 
government if possible. 
 
What to Bring 
Required Items: 
Photo ID is required for voting in some states and CANNOT be required in others. 
 
Check here to find what ID is required in your state. 

 
Recommended Items in Case of Problems: 

• Written documentation of your voter 
registration, including address of your 
polling place. 

• The phone number of your local elections 
office. 

• A smartphone, or video camera and cell 
phone, if possible, if allowed by law in 
your state. 

 
If Possible, Plan to Go to the Polls with a Small Group. 

• Bring a family member or neighbor (or several) 
• Planning to vote together will help ensure that everyone makes it to the polls 
• Voting in a group also provides witnesses should anything go wrong. 

 



 

Voting 
 

Vote on a Paper Ballot 
As illustrated in STEALING AMERICA: Vote by 
Vote, electronic counting of votes is unreliable. 
When votes are cast on an electronic voting 
machine (such as a touchscreen machine), there 
is no way to verify that the machine count is 
correct. When votes are cast on paper, 
verification of the official totals becomes 
possible. Ask to vote on a paper ballot if your 
polling place has them. 
 
Hand-Deliver Your Absentee Ballot 
If voting absentee is the only option you have for voting on a paper ballot, hand-deliver your 
ballot it if you can. When ballots are mailed, the chain of custody is broken. Ballots that arrive 
before election day are generally processed with insufficient community oversight. Look at the 
instructions that come with the ballot to determine your options for delivering the ballot. 
 

Voting on a Provisional Ballot 
Only vote on a provisional ballot if absolutely necessary. Provisional ballots have a 
reduced chance of being counted. And counting of provisional ballots happens days or weeks 
after the election, nearly always after election results have been announced. If at all possible, 
demand a regular ballot. 
 
If you cannot obtain a regular ballot, carefully follow the instructions about completing the 
provisional ballot and the accompanying envelope. Ask for help from a poll worker if you 
need it. Make sure you find out if you must take additional steps, such as proving your 
residency, and how to follow up to learn whether or not your vote was counted. If you are told 
that you must vote on a provisional ballot and you believe this is incorrect, call the election 
protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
 
Don’t Vote “Straight Party Ticket” 
In past elections in some states, machines are programmed to respond to the “straight party 
ticket selection” by not registering a vote for president. Even if you plan to cast all your votes 
for candidates in one party, mark your selection for each race separately instead of using just 
one button or bubble. 
 

 



Help Other Voters Get to the Polls 
 
One concrete thing you can do is help people get to the polls to vote. For more info contact: 
 
Carpool Vote 
Carpool Vote connects volunteer drivers with 
anybody who needs a ride to claim their 
vote. 
 
Carpool2Vote App 
Carpool2Vote is a free rideshare app that introduces volunteer drivers to 
voters needing a ride to the polls. 
 
 

 
 

Monitor Local Elections & Procedures 
 
1. Observe poll opening/set-up procedures. 
 
You will most likely upset the poll workers and 
make them very nervous. Must be able to get up 
very early in the morning. If your county or 
jurisdiction is using new equipment for the first 
time, this is a time when lots of problems happen 
that would be good to document. 
 
2. Observe voting at the polls.  
 
Best done as a poll worker. 
 
3. Observe poll closing. 
 
Here is your chance to get the fresh data on results, to see if there are reconcile problems 
between number of votes and number of people who signed into to vote, etc. All of the 
above reasons, especially #1 and very important for reconcile. Be sure to arrive no later than 
five minutes before the polls close, so you will be allowed inside. Bring a camera. Find out in 
advance what you can photograph or film, and do it. If possible, photograph the vote totals 
on poll tapes, the end-of-day reports, and other documentation. These can later be 
compared to official results. 



 
Community Involvement is Key in Protecting Our Elections  
Elections are conducted on a local level, even though governed by state and federal laws. So 
while the crisis in the U.S. election system is a national one, many effective solutions can be 
carried out locally. Community monitoring of elections can only be done on a local level. 
Resources on this site have been designed to help you choose the most effective projects to 
undertake in your community and learn how to do them. 
 
The example you set through public education and leadership will enable others to recognize 
the dangers we face and join the struggle for election justice. 
 
Monitoring an election means providing community oversight of the processes and 
procedures that guide our elections, as they are conducted by employees of our government. 
 
In this era of stolen elections and violations of laws requiring elections to be conducted in a 
transparent manner, We the People cannot afford to sit back and assume that elections are 
being run in a manner that protects the accuracy and validity of the vote. 
 
The majority of election officials and their staff members are honest, hard-working people 
committed to our democracy. Yet even their eyes cannot be everywhere at once. Monitoring 
is key in both preventing and detecting many problems that could even be serious enough to 
alter the outcome of an election. 
 
What Can Monitoring Accomplish?  
1. Community election monitoring is a deterrent to some nefarious activity. Just the 
knowledge that they are being watched, especially being watched by a knowledgeable 
observer, can deter people from illegal activity. 
 
2. Monitoring is a deterrent to sloppy behavior. Elections officials and poll workers will be 
more vigilant knowing they are being watched and their mistakes could be publicized. 
 
3. Monitors sometimes catch errors that can be corrected immediately by elections officials. 
See below for a powerful example. 
 
4. Information gathered can be used to improve future elections. 
 
5. Monitors can make incident reports to election protection hotlines such as 1 (866) OUR-
VOTE, adding their findings to thousands of comments aggregated and analyzed for patterns 
of election anomalies. 
 
6. Community monitoring efforts can provide the basis for challenges to elections, including 
recounts initiated by the public or by candidates. Recount and challenge laws vary by state. 



 
How Has Monitoring Been Successful?  
Election monitoring has uncovered problems leading to changes in election procedures. 
Read about a powerful example from the 2016 California Presidential Primary election. 
 
What Can I Do to Get Started?  
Volunteer with Citizens' Oversight Projects to help organize monitors and observers. 
 
Volunteer with Election Protection in your community to help ensure eligible voters are 
able to participate in our democracy while collecting data for meaningful reform so that our 
elections are free, fair, and accessible. 
 
Work With Your Local Elections Official/Department  
Ensure that they’re using best practices. Encourage them to use these tools: 
 

Polling Place Resource Planner 
 
Voter Wait Time Measurement Tool 

 
Learn who runs the elections in your state and in your county, parish, or 
other local jurisdiction.  
As an election monitor, you'll need to collect many types of information about how your local 
elections are conducted. It's important to begin with some understanding of the functions of 
election officials so you'll have a clearer idea of where to look for the information you need. 
 
The Secretary of State (SoS) in most states is responsible for elections. Search for the website 
of your SoS or other statewide elections office. 
 

• Visit your SoS website and find the fraud hotline/incident reporting. Bookmark the 
page. 
• Call the SoS's office and ask for the election code references on observing and 
monitoring. 

 
The county (or similar jurisdiction) actually runs the elections. The head official is likely to have 
one of these titles: 
 

• County Clerk 
• County Clerk Recorder 
• County clerk Recorder Registrar 
• Assessor-Recorder-County Clerk 
• County Auditor/Clerk/Recorder 



• Registrar of Voters 
 

Call your local elections office and ask: 
 

• If they have an election incident reporting system. 
 

• If they have a timeline of activities they are working on leading up to the election 
 

• If they have any written guidelines on election monitoring and observation. 
 
Find out what kind of equipment your county or jurisdiction uses to vote. 
Choosing and prioritizing monitoring activities will depend on many factors, including state 
laws and the type of voting equipment used in your area. 
 
What kind of voting machines will you be monitoring? Check The Verifier, a tool prepared by 
VerifiedVoting.org. Call your county or jurisdiction to confirm that the information is up-to-
date. 
 

Help Protect the Election 
Videotape (voting, counting, chain of custody). Rules vary state by state about what you can 
videotape. Be sure to check your state's laws before photographing or recording at a polling 
place. 
 

 
Problems at the Polls?  
 
In general, problems should first be addressed by talking with the poll workers. If further 
action is needed, options include calling your local elections office and/or the Election 
Protection Hotline: 
 
English: 866-OUR-VOTE/866ourvote.org 
 
Spanish: 888-VE-Y-VOTA/veyvota.yaeshora.info 
 
Asian Languages (Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean, Vietnamese, Tagalog, Urdu, Hindi, and 
Bengali): 888-API-VOTE/apiavote.org 
 
 
 
 



What if… 
 

…machines stop working 
while you are at the 
polls? 
Demand they be taken out of 
service (record the serial 
number of the machine if 
possible). If you have a video 
camera, videotape the 
response of the poll worker. At 
the very least, write down their 
response if they will not take 
the machine from service, and 
write down a few names and phone numbers of others present as witnesses. 
 
…machines visibly flip your vote or present other problems?  
Demand they be taken out of service (record the serial number of the machine if 
possible) The polling place is now a crime scene. The voting machines should be 
'quarantined,' and law enforcement summoned. Call the election protection hotline 1-
866-OUR-VOTE. 
 

…your polling place has run out of paper ballots?  
Call your local elections office. If you cannot reach them or the problem does not get 
resolved this way, call the election protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
 
…your polling place is not open during official voting hours?  
Call your local elections office. If you cannot reach them or the problem does not get 
resolved this way, call the election protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
 

…the line is so long that you can’t 
stay?  
If you are able to come back later, please do 
so. If you are able to travel to your county 
election office, you may be able to vote 
there, but it's important to call first to check. 
Either way, call your local elections office. If 
you cannot reach them or the problem does 
not get resolved this way, call the election 
protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
 



 
…the line is so long that others are leaving?  
If you have a video camera, take video. Call the election protection hotline at 1-866-
OUR-VOTE. You might also call local news stations. Talk with voters who are leaving. 
Give them the phone number of the election protection hotline and ask them to call to 
report their complaints. If you are able to stay to assist, please do so. What will be 
needed will vary in each situation. 
 
… the line is so long you won’t reach the front by poll closing time?  
If you are in line by the time the official poll closing time, the polling place is legally 
required to stay open until you vote. At the time the polls close, a poll worker should 
come to the end of the line to determine which voters have already arrived and must 
be allowed to vote. 
 
…there is more than one line and I don’t know which is the right one?  
Look on the voting materials you have brought with you to see if there is a precinct 
number, then try to determine which line is for your precinct. If you need to walk to the 
front of the line to determine what line to be in, do so; then go back to the end of the 
correct line. If you still cannot tell, try to ask a poll worker, call your local elections 
office, or call the election protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
 
…your polling place or provided voting technology is not accessible 
to you?  
Although the Help America Vote Act requires all polling places to have some 
accessible equipment, this equipment is not accessible to voters with all disabilities and 
combinations of disabilities. Additionally, the equipment may break down.  
 
Polling places themselves can be made inaccessible by construction or other 
unforeseen changes. You have the right to have assistance, either from someone you 
bring with you or from a pollworker (your choice). A pollworker who helps you is 
required to give you the help you need without attempting to influence your choices.  
 
If you do not get the help you need, including access to the polling place itself, call 
your local elections office. If you still need more help, call the election protection 
hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



…you are told you must vote on a provisional ballot?  
If you disagree, call your local elections office and/or the election protection hotline at 
1-866-OUR-VOTE. If you and the poll workers are unable to resolve the problem and 
you must vote provisionally, make sure you follow the directions carefully for filling out 
both the provisional ballot itself and the provisional ballot envelope. You will have to 
provide your name and other identifying information on the outside envelope. Election 
workers are required to use this information to verify your registration and determine 
whether or not your vote will be counted before opening the envelope. You may be 
given instructions about how to document your valid voter registration. Follow these 
instructions carefully, which may include going to the elections office immediately after 
the election to show your ID or provide other required information. 
 
…you are told you are not at the right polling place or precinct?  
Check the official election materials that were mailed to you, if you have them with you. 
They should list your precinct number and polling place location. If you are at the 
wrong polling place, you can leave and go to the correct one, although you will need 
to stand in line again. If you are convinced you are at the right place but the poll 
worker says you are not, you can local elections office. You may be required to vote on 
a provisional ballot. 
 

…people are at the polls “challenging” voters’ right to vote?  
Call the local office of the political party whose voters are being harassed, or call the 
election protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
 
…you hear a poll worker giving out incorrect information  
Talk to the elections judge or poll worker in charge at your polling place, or local 
elections office. If you cannot reach them or the problem does not get resolved this 
way, call the election protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
 

 
 

AFTER THE POLLS CLOSE 
 
1. If your jurisdiction posts precinct results outside 
polling places, as some are required to do, 
photograph these for later comparison to official 
results. 
 
Enlist friends to go to their local polling places and do 
the same. You may be able to find a list of your city or 



town’s polling places on the website of your elections department. 
 
2. Observe chain of custody of ballots and memory cards.  
 
This has a high deterrent effect. There are areas you might not be allowed into to see what is 
going on. 
 
3. Central Count Election Night 
 
You need to be able to commit to stay up all night for this. First you will watch the ballots and 
memory cards be brought in from the polls and go to the central tabulator. If you are 
fortunate, you may actually be able to see the tabulator screen. Periodically, the elections 
official will release results so that the press and candidates know what is happening. It is 
important to keep these and watch carefully for sudden changes or vote totals decreasing, 
which they shouldn’t. It is very important to document if vendors come in to fix things or if you 
notice the staff getting agitated. The computers have been known to crash or have other 
problems. Mostly you sit around and watch computers and bathe in the anxiety of candidates 
and media that want to meet a news deadline. Excellent details on Election night observing 
can be found in the Black Box Voting 2008 Toolkit. 
 
4. Absentee/Vote by Mail Processing 
 
The main steps in the process are signature verification, envelope opening, ballot unfolding 
and crucial sorting tasks. Signature verification can be done either electronically or manually. 
Although Vote by Mail election results are not be released until the polls close, state laws vary 
on whether or not these ballots can be counted in advance of election day. Note: Chain of 
custody cannot be observed or verified in a Vote by Mail system. 
 
5. Provisional Ballot Processing 
 
Provisional ballots are researched one by one by the elections staff. Some elections officials 
will not count the votes if there is any problem at all with the information on the envelope or 
with the envelope itself. Others will do their best to qualify as many votes as possible. 
 
6. Rewriting of Ballots 
 
Ballots that are determined to be unreadable by the machine due to extraneous marks or 
other problems are re-written on a fresh ballot. Thousands of ballots in just one county can be 
re-written. Observers, especially partisan observers, should watch this to confirm the accuracy 
of the re-write. 
 
 



7. Observe Audit 
 
This takes several days so there should be many people to do this and show up randomly to 
check on activities. This is supposed to be our main safeguard and it is our only chance to 
really see people counting votes. The DREs are particularly hard to hand tally and #4 is an 
important reason for doing this. Clerks and officials may try to bypass the law and make it 
easier on themselves to count. With no one watching, there is nothing to stop them. 
 
8. Reconciliation Activities 
 
What is done by the elections officials and is mandatory under the law are two different 
things. Not enough attention is paid here, yet this is where the rubber hits the road. A 
dedicated team should be in place ready to do analysis and report results as soon as they 
can. Computers and people that can handle large files and quantities of data are needed. 
Also people who are good at nitpicking details. 
 

 
 

BECOME AN ACTIVIST 
 

Choose a project and get started on your own or with others 
- perhaps a group of friends or a local election integrity 
group. 
 
Even people who are not eligible to vote can do most of 
the actions in this guide. If you're not yet 18, not a citizen, 
or have lost your voting rights, by choosing to take action 
for fair, accurate, and transparent elections you can still 
make a significant difference. 
 
Sign the Petition to Release the Names of Voters on the 
"Interstate Crosscheck" Purge List 
 
The Interstate Crosscheck Purge program has wrongly 
tagged voters listing them as registering in two states or 
voting in two states, a felony crime. This has resulted in 

seven million people being purged from voter rolls and shows a racial basis (with one in seven 
voters of color being purged in states where this program is taking place) - simply because 
the voter shared the same name as another voter in another state. Sign the petition to 
demand an investigation. 
 



Take the VoteRiders Pledge 
 
Pledge to take a friend to the DMV (or wherever they get a voter ID in their state). Reach out 
to your friends and family who live in the states that have a voter ID law to make sure they 
have a current and valid ID. 
 

 
 

Overturn Citizens United  
 
Work with Move to Amend to Overturn Citizens United by signing a petition, joining a 
Move to Amend group near you, or downloading their Take Action Toolkit. 
 

 
 

Work for Better Election Laws   
 
Work with The National Election Defense Coalition for better election laws in your state. 
 

Plan to Protest Suspicious Election Outcomes 
 
No More Stolen Elections! is a non-partisan campaign committed to voting rights, election 
reform, and deep democratic change. This effort is not supportive of any particular political 
candidates or parties. Instead of seeking the elevation of one candidate over others, this 
campaign is an important part of building the kind of movement that can achieve reform. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Learn More and Educate Others  
 
Election justice will only be achieved when the public claims ownership of our elections. We 
cannot do this through voting in the current system. Community action is the answer - and 
education is the first step in spurring people to act. 
 

Films  
 

STEALING AMERICA: Vote by Vote brings together behind-the-scenes perspectives 
pointing to key past elections, with a focus on the Presidential election, of 2004. 
 
This film (winner of Broadcast Critics of American top award) features startling stories 
that shed light on more than a decade of vote counts that don't match votes cast – 
uncounted ballots, vote switching, undervotes and other examples of election results 
that warrant serious investigation. Learn how to recognize problems when you vote, 
such a machine problems and final tallies that don't make sense. If you think something 
is wrong, be prepared to speak out. 
 
The Best Democracy Money Can Buy - Rolling Stone investigative reporter Greg 
Palast busted Jeb Bush for stealing the 2000 election by purging Black voters from 
Florida’s electoral rolls. Now Palast is back to take a deep dive into the Republicans’ 
dark operation, Crosscheck, designed to steal a million votes by November. 
 
Hacking Democracy - The film the voting machine corporations don't want you to see. 
HACKING DEMOCRACY follows investigator/grandmother, Bev Harris, and her citizen-
activists as they set out to uncover how America counts its votes. Proving the votes can 
be stolen without a trace culminates in a duel between the Diebold corporation's 
voting machines and a computer hacker - with America's democracy at stake. 

 
Books  
 

CODE RED: Computerized Election Theft and the New American Century 
Counting our votes in an observable way ensures the legitimacy of our elections. The 
public needs to have an undistorted voice in the making these hard choices. Problems 
facing us as a nation in the years to come include climate change, overpopulation, 
food and resource distribution, weapons control, protection of privacy, and numerous 
other challenges. We need to break the spell of convenience, passivity, helplessness 
and remember and recognize that democracy is not something that we watch on TV; it 
is something that we do. Buy it on Amazon 

 



Listen  
 

The BradCast (Daily Radio/Online Podcast) 
 
Investigative journalist, blogger, and broadcaster Brad Friedman's investigative 
interviews, analysis and commentary, as ripped from the pages of The BRAD BLOG, 
today's current events (if they matter) and the rest of the stuff we have to live with. 
 

Educate Others  
 
Once you have taken that step and begun to learn the truth about how severely the 
election system has been damaged, you must make it your responsibility to carry that 
message to others. Talk about the need for protection of voting rights and the integrity 
of U.S. elections at work, with friends and family. 
 

 
 

Online Advocacy  
 
2016 Election At Risk (Facebook) 
2016 ELECTION at RISK alerts voters to the latest news on election integrity. 
 
BlackBoxVoting.org 
A nonpartisan investigative reporting and public education organization for elections. 
 
The BRAD BLOG 
The nation's leading blog featuring original investigative reporting on election problems and 
other threats to our democracy. 
 
Election Justice USA (Facebook) 
Providing legal and logistical support to voters, pursuing every avenue for remedy for the 
damage done to their vote. 
 
Occupy Rigged Elections (Facebook) 
Demand mandatory, verifiable hand-counted paper ballots in full public view. Each voter 
should be able to verify that his or her vote was properly counted. 
 

 
 



SPEAK OUT About ELECTION INTEGRITY 
 

• Post on social media 
• Write letters to the editor 
• Call in to radio shows 

 

What to Say: 
 
• Elections belong to the public. 
Private corporations have no 
business counting our votes. 
 
• Over 98% of our votes are 
counted in secret – inside 
machines. Neither voters nor even 
election officials can verify the accuracy of these election results. 
 
• Elections are the way We the People "hire" some of the individuals who work in our 
government. Their job is to serve the public, not to oppress or even to lead the public. We 
the People are in charge. 
 
• Over a dozen university and government studies have proven that electronic vote tabulation 
machines can be programmed to produce election results that are not real vote counts. This is 
true whether the machines count votes cast on paper or votes cast on the machine itself. 
 
• With electronic voting technology, elections can be rigged by insiders or hacked by 
outsiders without leaving a trace. 
 
• Eligible citizens are being denied the right to vote. 
 
• For fair and transparent elections, we need paper ballots, counted by hand at the precinct in 
full public view on election night – no matter how long it takes. 
 
• "It takes a long time to change 10,000 paper ballots by hand. It takes three seconds to 
change 10,000 votes on a computer." Chuck Herrin, IT Security Consultant, as quoted in the 
film STEALING AMERICA: Vote by Vote. 
 
• The media MUST cover the problems with local and national elections. 
 
• Working on election integrity is a way to support all the candidates and the issues you care 
about at the same time. And perhaps save our democracy, too. 
 



• Register and Vote! Unfortunately, eligible voters around the country have been purged from 
registration lists. It's important for everyone to call the election office or go to verify.vote.org 
to make sure you're still on the list of active voters. 
 
Remember to add something personal: your story about voting problems, your reaction 
to STEALING AMERICA, or what you plan to do to protect this year’s election. 
 

DONATE to ELECTION INTEGRITY GROUPS  
 
While candidates spend millions of dollars on their campaigns, the movement working hard to 
bring integrity to elections in the United States is made up almost exclusively of volunteers, 
some of whom work full-time and many of whom work dozens of hours each week on this 
most fundamental underpinning of our democracy: fair, accurate and transparent elections 
with public oversight. 
 
Your donation can make a big difference. Donations to many of these groups are tax-
deductible. 
 
We invite you to consider where your hard-earned dollars will be put to the best use. 
Candidates need your support, and so do these groups working to improve the integrity of 
our electoral process. We encourage you to browse the websites of the groups linked on this 
site and donate generously to one or more of them. Better yet, contact them about how you 
can help raise funds for their work. 
 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
CODE RED: Computerized Election Theft and the New American 
Century 
CODE RED is about what has happened to American elections, American politics, and 
America since computers took over the vote counting just a few short years ago. It identifies 
the red flags and offers accessible examinations of why those flags are red. It is a disturbing 
and provocative call to action. 
 
Website:  Code Red: Computerized Election Theft and the New American Century 
 
 



 
Brennan Center for Justice  
Technology has changed dramatically in the last decade, but America's voting machines are 
rapidly aging out. In 2016, for example, 43 states will use electronic voting machines that are 
at least 10 years old, perilously close to the end of most systems' expected lifespan. Old 
voting equipment increases the risk of failures and crashes — which can lead to long lines and 
lost votes on Election Day — and problems only get worse the longer we wait. 
Based on 10 months of independent research, and interviews with more than 100 election 
officials and specialists in all 50 states, this comprehensive study looks at the challenges 
associated with outdated equipment and the new technologies that can help solve the 
impending crisis. 
 
Full Report: America’s Voting Machines at Risk 
 
CalTech/MIT Voting Technology Project In this report, the CalTech/MIT 
Voting Project examines how voting technologies and election administration in the United 
States have changed—or have not changed—since the controversial 2000 presidential 
election. They present their research and analyses of the past 12 years, as well as the 
perspectives of a number of individuals prominent in the election administration, voting 
technology, and election advocacy communities. Based on the research reported here, they 
provide the following recommendations for how we might improve the administration and 
technology of elections in the United States. 
 
Full Report: Voting: What Has Changed, What Hasn't, & What Needs Improvement 
 
United States Government Accountability Office  
While electronic voting systems hold promise for improving the election process, numerous 
entities have raised concerns about their security and reliability, citing instances of weak 
security controls, system design flaws, inadequate system version control, inadequate security 
testing, incorrect system configuration, poor security management, and vague or incomplete 
voting system standards 
 
Full Report: Federal Efforts toImprove Security and Reliability of Electronic Voting 
Systems Are Under Way, but Key ActivitiesNeed to Be Completed (pdf) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Diane Perlman, PhD, Licensed Clinical Psychologist Under what 
conditions do millions of allegedly “free” people knowingly acquiesce to being deceived, 
dominated and deprived of their own political will? How is it that even those who were 
politically engaged for the first time resign themselves to an unjust fate, refusing even to 
consider what happened to our country? Why do progressive citizens actively dismiss and 
even malign a small group of courageous, devoted people working day and night on their 
behalf to uncover, calculate, analyze, and evaluate the extensive, varied forms of criminal 
sabotage that undermined their democracy? How are Americans becoming complacent with 
escalating fraudulent activity? In other words, how do so many people live with the 
knowledge that they have been tricked before, were just tricked again–and then submit to life 
under the power of those who tricked them? 
 
Full Article: Silence of the Scams: Psychological Resistance to Facing Election Fraud 
 
 

 
 
 


